Pyogranulomatous meningoencephalitis associated with dematiaceous fungal (Cladophialophora bantiana) infection in a domestic cat.
A 6-month-old, castrated male domestic cat with progressive neurological signs of 2-3 weeks duration was necropsied. Macroscopic findings were restricted to the brain and included irregularly shaped, well-delineated but unencapsulated areas of intense black pigmentation involving the rostral portion of both cerebral hemispheres. Microscopically, numerous brown, oblong, segmented branching hyphae and conidial-like structures and extensive pyogranulomatous inflammation were identified throughout the cerebral lesion and in adjacent blood vessels. Hyphae and oval conidia were best demonstrated with either Gomori methenamine silver or periodic acid-Schiff stain. Fungal infection in the brain of this cat was unrelated to any concurrent immunodeficiency syndrome or immunosuppressive treatment. This report deals with a case of cerebral phaeohyphomycosis from which a different species of dematiaceous fungus, Cladophialophora bantiana, was isolated and identified.